COMMONWEALTH & RESTORATION

Evelyn describes (November 2, 1650) was not such
as would stay this or other social evils. 'There was
nothing now preached practical or that pressed re-
formation of life, but high and speculative points
and strains that few understood, which left people
very ignorant, and of no steady principles, the source
of all our sects and divisions, for there was much
envy and uncharity in the world. God of his mercy
amend it! Now indeed that I went at all to Church
while these usurpers possessed the pulpits, was that
I might not be suspected for a Papist, and that,
though the minister was  presbyterianly inclined,
he yet was, as I understood, duly ordained, and
preached sound doctrine after their way, and was
besides an humble, harmless, and peaceable man/
For Communion he went to some private assembly
of those who used the banned and anti-Christian
Book of Common Prayer. '20 December I went to
London to receive the Blessed Communion this holy
festival at Mr. Wild's lodgings, where I rejoiced to
find so full an assembly of devout and sober Chris-
tians.' On one such occasion 'the chapel was sur-
rounded with soldiers, and all the communicants
and assembly surprised and kept prisoners by them.
... In the afternoon came Colonel Whalley, Goffe
and others to examine us one by one. When I came
before them they took my name and abode, examined
me why, contrary to the ordinance made that none
should any longer observe the superstitious time of
the Nativity (so esteemed by them) I durst offend,
and particularly be at Common Prayers which they
told me was but the Mass in English, and parti-
cularly pray for Charles Stuart for which we had no
Scripture. . . . These were men of high flight and
above ordinances, and spoke spiteful things of our
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